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In order for these programs to work 

as intended, the CCC must be reim-
bursed by Congress on an annual basis. 
For decades, the CCC has been reim-
bursed by Congress without fanfare, 
and I am hopeful this year will be a 
continuation. Earlier this year, the 
Senate voted unanimously to allow the 
USDA to use $14 billion from the CCC 
to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
the coronavirus. This provision was in-
cluded in the CARES Act. 

As our farmers and ranchers face the 
most challenging year in recent his-
tory, we have an obligation to advance 
this provision so the important farm 
and conservation program payments 
are made on time and in full to our 
farmers and ranchers. 

Earlier this week, over 40 agricul-
tural organizations representing farm-
ers and ranchers across the country 
sent a letter to the Appropriations 
Committee, urging this provision be in-
cluded in the continuing resolution. 

Preventing a CCC reimbursement 
would only exacerbate the tremendous 
hardship and challenges facing our 
farmers and ranchers. So I am here 
with so many other members of the 
Senate Ag Committee and Members 
who represent rural States to urge the 
Senate to help farmers and ranchers 
and prevent the uncertainty that 
would come from not including this im-
portant provision. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I thank 

Senator BOOZMAN for his strong leader-
ship on ag. He said it very well and 
very clearly and very simply. 

We have heard from more than 40 ag 
groups from across the country, includ-
ing from the Presiding Officer’s State. 
The last I checked, he has tremendous 
agriculture in his State of Florida, 
whether it be with the cattle raised in 
Central Florida or those wonderful or-
anges that we all enjoy all year round. 
It is just one more example of how ag-
riculture touches everybody’s life 
every day in the most important ways. 

Our farmers and ranchers feed the 
country. They feed the world. What 
could be more important? Look at the 
challenges they have faced. They have 
come into this cycle with very low 
commodity prices when they have had 
years of low commodity prices. We 
have tough trade agreements in which 
countries like China and others have 
targeted us on trade. Then you put 
COVID on top of that. In the midst of 
that, they have continued to provide 
the food supply that feeds every Amer-
ican every single day. What could be 
more important? As we have said, that 
food supply is the highest quality, low-
est cost food supply in the history of 
the world. Do you know what else? It is 
safe, and they have never missed a 
beat. 

What we are talking about today, 
make no mistake, is of making sure 
that we fund the heart and soul of the 
farm program. The bill passed on a bi-

partisan vote in this body with about 
87 votes. That is what we are talking 
about with regard to funding the CR. It 
is vitally important that we do it. I 
thank these members of the Ag Com-
mittee for making that point so clearly 
and so well. 

We will wrap up, actually, pretty 
close to on time, which is fairly re-
markable as seven Senators have just 
gone through this colloquy process, 
and I thank them all. 

Remember what we are talking about 
here—the food supply that benefits 
every single American every single 
day. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
MEDICARE 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, the elec-
tion is only weeks away. Voting has al-
ready begun in some places. I know 
that folks at home in Oregon, where 
some of our communities are literally 
reduced to ashes, are already thinking 
about how they are going to vote. They 
will have a lot on their minds when 
they fill out their ballots, obviously, 
and I hope all Americans will fill out 
their ballots early as a raging pan-
demic and catastrophic fires in Oregon 
and across the West have taken a huge 
toll on our communities. 

What I want to do this morning—and 
I am going to use public records to 
sound an alarm—is talk about another 
issue that isn’t getting nearly the at-
tention it deserves—not even close. A 
Medicare crisis is headed our way and 
fast. Whoever wins the next Presi-
dential election will be in charge dur-
ing the biggest crisis Medicare has ever 
faced. 

Based on these public records, I want 
to warn the public—particularly sen-
iors—about something I believe they 
already know: You cannot trust Donald 
Trump to protect Medicare, so you 
have to protect Medicare from Donald 
Trump. 

Donald Trump has proposed extreme 
budget cuts to Medicare for 3 straight 
years. In 2018, he proposed cutting $500 
billion, and in 2019, more than $800 bil-
lion. In 2020, Donald Trump proposed 
cutting $450 billion from Medicare. The 
Democrats blocked him from making 
those cuts, but in another Presidential 
term, he could undermine Medicare on 
his own. Here is how the situation 
comes to be. 

Our economy melted down earlier 
this year because the President 
downplayed the coronavirus. Millions 
were out of work, and businesses shut-
tered—whole sectors of our economy 
mothballed. The economy collapsed. 
Again, I base this on public records. It 
has been devastating to Medicare’s fi-
nances. According to the nonpartisan 
experts in charge of Medicare’s books, 
the Medicare trust fund is going to be 
insolvent within 4 years. 

These funds are essential to Medicare 
as we know it. They pay for basic serv-
ices that millions of seniors need each 
day—treatment for heart attacks and 

strokes, care for a broken bone or a 
bout with the flu that lands an older 
person in the emergency room, and ac-
cess to skilled nursing care. Once you 
reach insolvency, you are sending this 
country’s seniors out into no man’s 
land. 

Whether Medicare is going to con-
tinue to function the way it does today 
is a big unknown. If Donald Trump is 
in a position to be in charge, these 
Trump budgets are going to be the end 
of the Medicare guarantee. Ever since I 
was the director of the Oregon Gray 
Panthers, we had always looked at that 
Medicare guarantee as sacred. It meant 
that there would be defined, secure, 
high-quality health benefits for Amer-
ica’s seniors and that they would be 
available under any type of Medicare 
that older people received. 

Based on some of these Trump budget 
proposals, older Americans are going to 
have to figure out some other way to 
pay for their healthcare and their pre-
scription drugs. That includes the mil-
lions and millions of seniors who have 
very modest incomes—many who are 
just scraping by on Social Security. 
What we know based on the policies of 
Trump’s favoritism for the insurance 
lobby, they could be at the mercy of in-
surance companies and be stuck with 
huge premiums and bills they couldn’t 
afford to pay. 

The reason I wanted to put this into 
the RECORD today and sound this alarm 
is that this is not some far-off crisis 
that Americans and particularly sen-
iors can ignore and can afford to ig-
nore. If you are on Medicare now or if 
you plan on getting on Medicare any-
time soon, these are direct threats to 
your healthcare. Whoever is sitting be-
hind the desk in the Oval Office on 
January 21 is going to be in charge 
when this crisis hits. 

Everybody ought to understand that 
the special interests that want to see 
Medicare crumble will have an advan-
tage this time around. This isn’t like 
repealing the Affordable Care Act or 
slashing Medicaid, where Trump can’t 
act without Congress. If he has his 
way, he won’t need Congress to help 
him undermine Medicare; he would be 
able to just sit back in front of the tel-
evision, forget about his obligation to 
protect that sacred Medicare guar-
antee, and let Medicare just drift into 
a crisis on its own. Any attempt to fix 
it then would have to happen on his 
terms, and, for seniors, good luck with 
that. 

The Trump administration has spent 
years doing the bidding of healthcare’s 
special interests. In my view, there is 
no question they would seize on this 
Medicare crisis as another way to let 
those special interests make a buck, 
and there would be no way for Ameri-
cans to know what kind of financial in-
terests Trump and his cronies would 
have in undermining this program that 
tens of millions of American seniors 
rely on every day. 

Now, if you were the President and 
you were to ask him ‘‘Well, what about 
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these comments that are being made?’’ 
and you were to ask about the budget 
documents that I have cited today that 
would unravel the Medicare guarantee, 
he would probably tell one of his bold- 
faced whoppers. He would probably say 
he would be the only person who could 
fix Medicare’s challenges and would 
mislead the public about the agenda of 
those of us on this side of the aisle, 
who want to uphold and expand on the 
Medicare guarantee, who want to make 
sure, for example, that there will be af-
fordable medicine for senior citizens, 
that we are using the bargaining power 
of the Federal Government to get sen-
iors a fair shake and are protecting 
Medicaid, which is a lifeline for mil-
lions. We will also unravel the damage 
Donald Trump has done to the Afford-
able Care Act, such as trying to let the 
insurance companies discriminate 
again against those with preexisting 
conditions. 

The fact is that Donald Trump has 
not been straight with the seniors of 
this country about his Medicare poli-
cies. He hasn’t told the truth about 
them, and in the days ahead, I intend 
to make sure that this truth gets out 
and that seniors really understand 
what is on the line in the weeks ahead. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
JENNA QUINN LAW 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as fami-
lies have been quarantined at home 
over the past several months, their 
lives have been filled with a whole new 
set of stressors. Loss of income, isola-
tion, anxiety about their own health, 
and the stress of teaching children at 
home can test even the healthiest fam-
ilies and relationships. 

But it also puts children at higher 
risk of child abuse and neglect. In April 
this year, nationwide reports of abuse 
or neglect dropped by an average of 
about 40 percent compared to the same 
time last year. That doesn’t mean 
there are fewer instances of abuse— 
probably far from it—just fewer re-
ports. 

One of the things about children at-
tending school is that their teachers 
and counselors can monitor them for 
signs of sexual assault, sexual abuse, 
and report that to the appropriate au-
thorities. In 2018, two-thirds of the re-
ports of child abuse were submitted by 
people who came in contact with treat-
ment as part of their jobs—police offi-
cers, lawyers, social services, and, of 
course, teachers, as I said. 

Teachers, education professionals, 
and other support staff at school, like 
bus drivers, are responsible for more 
than half of the child abuse reports. 
But with children home during the 
pandemic, out of sight from the teach-
ers and others who would otherwise see 
them on a routine basis, abuse is be-
coming more difficult to identify and 
report. 

Child sexual assault abuse was a cri-
sis before the pandemic, with more 
than 42 million adult survivors in 

America. As the stresses of the pan-
demic and lack of reporting have taken 
a violent toll across the country, there 
is an urgent need for Congress to act. 

Over the years, I have listened to 
courageous victims in Texas who have 
shared their stories and advocated for 
reforms to prevent more children from 
experiencing this tragic abuse. One of 
those inspirational individuals is Jenna 
Quinn, a child abuse survivor and fierce 
advocate for children who are often 
suffering in silence. She was the driv-
ing force behind what is now known as 
Jenna’s Law in Texas, which requires 
training for teachers, caregivers, and 
other adults who work with children on 
how to prevent, recognize, and report 
child sexual abuse. The signs of child 
sexual abuse are unique from other 
forms of child abuse, and correctly 
identifying these signs is integral to 
bringing children out of a sexually abu-
sive situation. 

After it passed in 2009, a study found 
that educators reported child sexual 
abuse at a rate almost four times 
greater after the training they had re-
ceived than before they had received 
that training. It was one of the first 
child sexual abuse prevention laws in 
the United States demanding this 
training, and now more than half of 
our States have adopted some form of 
Jenna’s Law. 

The kicker is that in many States, 
including Texas, they don’t provide 
funding for the training, for the pro-
gram. That is what Senator HASSAN, 
the Senator from New Hampshire, and 
I want to change. 

Last year we introduced the Jenna 
Quinn Law, which would take the suc-
cessful reforms in Texas and other 
States and make them a reality for 
children across the country. This bill 
would allow current grant funds to be 
used for specialized training for stu-
dents, teachers, and other caregivers to 
learn how to identify, safely report, 
and hopefully prevent future child sex-
ual abuse. This legislation also encour-
ages the States without similar laws to 
implement innovative programs to ad-
dress such abuse. 

Again, I want to express my appre-
ciation to Senators HASSAN and BRAUN, 
who have joined me in this bipartisan 
effort, and I hope we can get this bill to 
the President’s desk soon. No child 
should experience abuse or neglect, and 
the Jenna Quinn Law will bring us 
closer to identifying and stopping 
abuse in its tracks. 

I came to the floor initially with the 
thought of offering a unanimous con-
sent request to pass the Jenna Quinn 
Law, Jenna’s Law. It has cleared on 
our side. There is some discussion 
going forward between our Democratic 
colleagues and us about pairing this 
with another piece of legislation which, 
like Jenna’s Law, is not controversial. 
And based on the commitment that 
this will be passed as part of the 
wrapup this evening, I will not offer 
that unanimous consent request at this 
time, but I will depend on that com-

mitment we have gotten that it will be 
passed in wrapup today. So I want to 
express again my appreciation to Sen-
ator HASSAN and Senator BRAUN for 
working with us on this. 

So often, the best of intentions go 
awry because there is no funding mech-
anism to help facilitate and pay for the 
training, and that is where the money 
that we appropriated that goes to the 
Department of Justice—their grant 
programs for various law enforcement 
initiatives—is so valuable. Those are 
the funds that are already appropriated 
that we want to tap into for this type 
of essential training. 

I yield to my friend from New Hamp-
shire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire. 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I want 
to thank Senator CORNYN for his part-
nership and support his call. I urge my 
colleagues to support our legislation, 
the Jenna Quinn Law, and I, too, look 
forward to its being passed as part of 
wrapup this evening. 

Every child has the fundamental 
right to be safe, to be treated with dig-
nity, to be cared for, and to have the 
opportunity to seize their vast poten-
tial. Sexual abuse robs children of 
those rights. Too often, these horrific 
crimes go unrecognized or unreported, 
and children are left in dangerous situ-
ations without access to safety and jus-
tice. 

During my time as Governor of New 
Hampshire, I worked with Republicans 
and Democrats to sign into law a bill 
that mandated that child abuse preven-
tion be taught as a part of the health 
education curriculum, and I am proud 
to work with Senator CORNYN to 
strengthen these efforts on a national 
level. 

The Jenna Quinn Law would better 
protect children from sexual assault by 
helping ensure that teachers, care-
givers, and other adults working with 
children are equipped with the tools 
and knowledge to prevent, recognize, 
and report sexual abuse and exploi-
tation. It would also ensure that chil-
dren receive age-appropriate education 
on how to recognize and report these 
heinous acts. 

By encouraging States to provide 
training and education on child sexual 
abuse recognition and prevention, we 
can help keep our young people safe. 
But we know that there is much more 
work ahead of us. 

The COVID–19 pandemic is exacer-
bating challenges that many vulner-
able people face, including children 
who are abused, and as reporting of 
abuse has gone down during this pan-
demic, experts have made clear that it 
is because many children have been out 
of view of the people who often provide 
support and make reports, including 
teachers and school officials. 

So as we work to pass the Jenna 
Quinn Law today, we also have to focus 
on passing a broader bipartisan reau-
thorization of the Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment Act to provide 
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